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As I write this week, the 
Novena to Our Lady of 

Sorrows is well under way.
It has been good to see 

old, familiar faces, devo-
tees of this Novena over 
many years, returning to 
our church, after only being 
able to celebrate it online 
last year.

I was thinking back to 
the Novena in 2016 when, 
at the closing Mass, which 
I attended because I was 
at home on vacation, Fa-
ther Jim Sweeney, the Pro-
vincial of the Passionists 
in Scotland and Ireland, 
introduced me as the new 
rector and parish priest of 
St. Mungo’s. That seems so 
long ago now but, here we 
are, in post-Chapter mode 
once again. 

The Provincial and his 
council are at present con-
sidering new appointments 
and I wonder if, at the close 
of this year’s Novena, on the 
Feast of Our Lady of Sor-
rows, we will be announcing 

any changes to the present 
Passionist team.

Change is part of the life 
of a religious. Since I joined 
the Passionists in 1975 I 
have moved communities 
15 times, sometimes it was 
back to places I had been 
before, only this time to take 
up a different role; but most 
times it was to new places 
where I had never lived be-
fore. There is a belief that 
moving home is one of the 
most stressful things a per-
son can experience and of-
ten that was what I felt, but, 
after a time, you settle in and 
put down new roots, even if 
knowing that, in time, you 
may be pulling them up 
again.   Some changes have 
certainly been more diffi-
cult than others, but always, 
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they have been challenging 
and grace-filled.

In the earlier years of our 
Passionist Congregation, 
the religious were permit-
ted to have very little in their 
cells – as their rooms were 
then called. And even with-
in the monastery itself, men 
would be asked to move cells 
from time to time. This was 
so as to encourage a spirit of 
detachment. 

For example, in the old 

mulate stuff, and that can 
make the process of mov-
ing even more stressful.  To 
bring or not to bring, that is 
the question?

For me, books have always 
been the problem. I have 
never accumulated much of 
anything else, except per-
haps documents connected 
with various roles I’ve held, 
but I have never been one 
for accumulating clothes, 
shoes, or nick-nacks. 

However, as a voracious 
reader of just about any-
thing and everything, de-
ciding what books to bring 
and what to leave behind 
has always been painful. 
The best thing about having 
had to move 15 times over 
the years is that this cull has 
been periodic.

If I had never moved I 
might, by this stage, have 
been unable to navigate my 
cell for books, as indeed 
is the case in my brother’s 
house. Also being a vora-
cious reader, he has books 
piled high in just about 
every room where, remark-
ably, he seems to know ex-
actly where each one is and, 
if I were ever to move one 
when I’m in tidy-up mode, 

monastery at Mount Argus 
in Dublin, the cell of Father 
Charles was turned into 
a little museum after his 
cause for canonization was 
introduced. But this was 
only the cell that he hap-
pened to be living in when 
he died. Throughout his 
many years in Mount Argus, 
he had lived in different 
cells. 

I imagine it must have 
been much easier for the 
religious to move, not just 
from cell to cell, but from 
monastery to monastery, 
when they had so little in the 
way of goods to bring with 
them. Times have changed, 
of course, and we are per-
mitted to have more than 
we used to have. Like many 
people, depending on var-
ied personality types, there 
can be a tendency to accu-

he won’t be long in noticing, 
and asking me where I put 
it.

One of the small pleasures 
of his enforced retirement, 
due to ill-health, is that he is 
returning to read books that 
he first enjoyed many years 
ago, and finding the pleas-
ure in them once again. 

When I moved from Dub-
lin five years ago, I brought 
just enough books to fit in 
the bookshelves that were 
already in the room, and, 
with the help of my Kindle, 
I have managed to restrict 
the number of physical 
books to the space available 
– so, I am ready to move for 
the 16th time, if necessary. 
Although, my guess is, that 
I won’t be asked to move this 
time around, and, at aged 
90, I doubt if Father Justin-
ian will be asked to move 
either. 

That leaves the dynamic 
duo, Father Gareth and Fa-
ther Antony. It would be so 
sad to lose either of them, 
but we will need to wait and 
see. Watch this space!

So, as ever,  protect your-
self, your loved ones and 
others, and protect Christ 
in your lives.
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Fertility Care Scotland is recruiting volunteers to learn and 
teach the Billings Ovulation Method®, a highly successful 
method of natural family planning. Trainees will receive 
important modern career training, including video 
conferencing, Google Docs, SharePoint, Excel and more, 
along with in-depth fertility awareness instruction. Trainees 
will also be given one-to-one mentorship and receive full 
accreditation as a Billings Ovulation Method® teacher at the 
completion of their course.

Become part of the Billings family, 
empowering women across Scotland. 
Enquire at info@fertilitycare.org.uk today! 

Need a Kickstart to Your Career? 
Build Your Skills as a Volunteer!
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When Father Alex Stra-
chan marked 25 years 

of the priesthood with a 
Mass of thanksgiving, the 
choice of celebrant was ob-
vious...his lifelong friend 
Bishop John Keenan.

Both men shared the same 
home parish of St Gregory 
Barbarigo, Wyndford where 
they were ordained within a 
year of each other.

Bishop John was ordained 
on 9th July 1995 while Father 
Strachan was ordained on 
29th June 1996.

The link emerged during 
the Jubilee Mass of thanks-
giving for Father Strachan 
organised by parishioners 
of St Thomas the Apostle, 
in Riddrie where the former 
Army chaplain has served as 
administrator since June.

Glasgow-born Father 
Strachan, 57, whose parents 
were teachers, originally 
followed a career in nursing, 
working in various hospitals 
in Glasgow.

But some years later and 

influenced by, among oth-
ers, Mother Teresa, whom 
he met twice, and whose 
order his sister had joined 
in 1986, he began to study 
for the priesthood at Ches-
ters and Scotus Colleges, 
Bearsden, and graduation 
from the University of May-
nooth,. 

Parish placements were St 
Conval’s, Pollok (as deacon); 
Holy Family and St Ninian, 
Kirkintilloch and St Marga-
ret Mary’s, Castlemilk.

Four years later he was 
granted permission by Car-
dinal Thomas Winning to 
work as an Army chaplain 

– a post he held for 18 years 
where his deployment in-
cluded stints in Iraq and Af-
ghanistan.

He returned to the Arch-
diocese at the request of 
Archbishop Tartaglia and 
became assistant priest at 
Holy Cross, Crosshill, in 
March 2020 before taking 
up his present role at St Tho-
mas’s Riddrie.

Ad multos annos!

Fr Alex’s 25 priestly years

Top: Bishop Keenan leads the 
anniversary celebrations for Fr Alex; 
below, a flashback to ordination day 
with the late Cardinal Winning and 
Bishop Taylor
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Open Evening
Thursday 4th November 2021

With small class sizes and a state-of-the-art campus in 
the heart of Glasgow, St Aloysius’ College is the ideal 

environment for learning.

We welcome you to join us for our annual Open 
Evening on Thursday, 4th November.

Before you attend, you can virtually tour our campus 
on our website. 

St Aloysius’ College is an educational charity registered in Scotland. Charity No. SC042545

Register for our Open Evening at 
staloysius.org

OCTOBER
1 - 3 Spirit & Truth

29 -31 Be Transformed

NOVEMBER
12 – 14 By His Wounds We Are Healed

19 - 21 By His Wounds We Are Healed 

DECEMBER
3 - 5 Kingdom Come
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