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Introduction

God reveals Himself out of love. From the beginning, He has desired that humanity come
to know Him, love Him, and share in His divine life. Divine Revelation is the way God
communicates His plan of salvation — not as abstract knowledge, but as a living
relationship between Creator and creature.

As the Letter to the Hebrews teaches:

“In many and various ways God spoke of old to our fathers by the prophets; but in these
last days He has spoken to us by a Son, whom He appointed the heir of all things” (Heb 1:1
-2).

Jesus Christ is the fullness of God’s Revelation — the Word made flesh (Jn 1:14). Through
Him, we come to know the Father and the Holy Spirit.

1. Divine Revelation: God’s Self-Communication

Revelation is not merely information about God but God giving Himself to humanity.

It unfolds gradually throughout salvation history — through creation, the covenants with
Noah, Abraham, and Moses, the words of the prophets, and ultimately, through the
person of Jesus Christ.

The fullness of Revelation is complete in Christ; nothing further will be revealed before His
glorious return (cf. CCC 65-67).

2. Scripture and Tradition
God’s Revelation is transmitted in two complementary ways:

e Sacred Scripture — The written Word of God, inspired by the Holy Spirit. The Bible
contains all that is necessary for salvation and faithfully transmits God's truth (cf. CCC
105-107).

e Sacred Tradition — The living transmission of the Gospel in the life, teaching, and
worship of the Church. Tradition includes the oral teachings of the Apostles, the
Church’s liturgy, creeds, and consistent interpretation of Scripture through the
centuries (cf. CCC 78-83).

Together, Scripture and Tradition form a single sacred deposit of the Word of God,
entrusted to the Church.
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3. The Role of the Magisterium

The Magisterium — the teaching office of the Church, exercised by the Pope and bishops
in communion with him — serves as the authentic interpreter of both Scripture and
Tradition. Guided by the Holy Spirit, the Magisterium safeguards, explains, and faithfully
transmits the truths revealed by God (cf. CCC 85-87).

This ensures that Revelation remains living and active, rather than subject to private
interpretation.

Key Points
e Revelation is God’s loving self-disclosure, culminating in Jesus Christ.
e Sacred Scripture is the inspired Word of God, written under the guidance of the
Holy Spirit.
e Sacred Tradition preserves and transmits what the Apostles received from Christ.
e The Magisterium authentically interprets the Word of God to preserve unity in faith
and truth.
e Faith and reason work together — God’s Revelation never contradicts human
reason but fulfills it.

Catechism Summary
“Sacred Tradition and Sacred Scripture make up a single sacred deposit of the
Word of God... The task of interpreting the Word of God authentically has been
entrusted solely to the Magisterium of the Church, that is, to the Pope and to
the bishops in communion with him” (CCC 97, 100).

Pastoral Reflection

Revelation is God reaching out to us in love. Through Scripture, we hear His voice; through
Tradition, we see how the Church has lived and proclaimed that message across centuries.
To open the Bible or participate in the Church’s liturgy is to step into the living stream of
God’s self-giving.

As RCIA participants, learning to listen to God in both Scripture and Tradition invites us
into the same dialogue of love that has shaped the saints — a dialogue that continues
today in the heart of every believer.



