The Sacrament of Holy Orders

The Meaning of Holy Orders

Sacred Scripture exhorts those called to ministry: “/ exhort the elders among you, as a
fellow elder and a witness of the sufferings of Christ as well as a partaker in the glory that
is to be revealed. Tend the flock of God that is your charge, not by constraint but willingly,
not for shameful gain but eagerly, not as domineering over those in your charge but being
examples to the flock” (1 Pt 5:1-3).

Holy Orders is the Sacrament at the Service of Communion by which a man is ordained to
serve the Church as a deacon, priest, or bishop. In this sacrament, the mission entrusted
by Christ to the Apostles is handed on through the laying on of hands and the
consecratory prayer of the bishop, ensuring the Church’s apostolic succession until the
end of time (cf. CCC 1087, 1142, 1535, 1598).

The sacrament exists not primarily for the sanctification of the ordained, but for the
sanctification of others. Bishops, priests, and deacons are servants of God’s Word and
Sacraments, dedicating their lives to the service of Christ’s faithful. As the Letter to the
Hebrews affirms: “One does not take the honor upon himself, but he is called by God” (Heb
5:4).

The Three Degrees of Holy Orders
1. Bishop (Episcopate)
e Receives the fullness of the sacrament of Holy Orders.

e Successors to the Apostles and members of the college of bishops in communion
with the Pope.

e Govern a diocese (a “particular Church”) and possess the authority to ordain dea-
cons, priests, and other bishops (cf. CCC 1313, 1557, 1594).

e Priest (Presbyterate)

e Co-workers of the bishop, often entrusted with care of a parish.

e Celebrate the Eucharist, preach the Gospel, and administer the sacraments of Rec-
onciliation, Baptism, Matrimony, Anointing of the Sick, and (when delegated) Confirma-
tion (cf. CCC 1548, 1565).

Deacon (Diaconate)

Ordained for service, assisting the bishop and priest.

Ministers of the Word, of charity, and of the liturgy.

In the Latin Church, deacons may baptize, witness marriages, proclaim the Gospel,
preach, and assist at the altar. They also dedicate themselves to works of service and
charity (cf. CCC 1570).



The Sacrament of Holy Orders (Contd)

The Purpose of Holy Orders
Holy Orders configures the ordained to Christ the Servant and enables them to act in per-
sona Christi Capitis — in the person of Christ the Head. Its purpose is to:

e Continue the apostolic mission of preaching, sanctifying, and governing the Church
(cf. CCC 1536).

e Provide sacramental leadership through the celebration of the Eucharist and the
administration of the other sacraments.

e Build up the Body of Christ through pastoral care, service, and the teaching of the
faith.

e Sanctify the faithful by being living signs of Christ the Shepherd.
In the Latin Church, ordination to the transitional diaconate and priesthood is ordinarily
conferred only upon those who freely and publicly embrace celibacy, as a sign of total
self-giving to Christ and His Church (cf. CCC 1578, 1599).

Catechism Summary
“The Sacrament of Holy Orders is the sacrament through which the mission en-
trusted by Christ to His Apostles continues to be exercised in the Church until
the end of time. Thus, it is the sacrament of apostolic ministry. It includes three
degrees: episcopate, presbyterate, and diaconate” (CCC 1536).

Pastoral Reflection

Holy Orders is a sacrament of service, given not for personal honor but for the care of
Christ’s people. The ordained are called to reflect Christ the Good Shepherd, who came
“not to be served, but to serve” (Mt 20:28). Through their preaching, their administration
of the sacraments, and their daily sacrifices, bishops, priests, and deacons bring the
faithful into deeper communion with Christ. The vocation to Holy Orders is a profound gift
to the Church, ensuring that Christ’s presence and saving work remain alive in every age.



